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“You are made in the image of what you desire,” said 
author Thomas Merton in the early 20th century.

I would expand on Merton’s quote and suggest  
that we can also be made in the image of our  
circumstances or failings – so much so that we can 

become stuck or paralyzed in old ways. In my time with some of the 
children at the Ranch, I have come to realize how important it is that 
we confront the “lie” that they are destined for a life of disappoint-
ment and heartache, based solely on past hurtful experiences.

It’s interesting that all of us, regardless of our relative successes in life, 
can be deceived into believing old voices that continually call out 
from our past. We can readily believe these lies that say, “This is the 
way it’s always going to be and you can’t change.” This falsehood is so 
contrary to the life that Jesus has for us.

Our ultimate hope for our children is simple, and hearkens back to 
Merton’s quote: that they will believe and embrace a God who is for 
them and has a wonderful plan for their lives (Jeremiah 29:11).

Thank you so much for investing here. God bless you and your family.
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Our Mission
Eagle Ranch provides a Christ-centered home for boys and girls in crisis and in need of hope and healing. 

Partnering with their families, we pursue family restoration and reunification. We seek to influence and 

equip others who share a similar calling to impact children, families and future generations.



their  past  is forgiven and  their  futu re  is secu re

“

Identit y A New Identity 
By Trey, 14, Grace Home

When children come to Christ, their identities move from 

their current circumstances to the reality that they are beloved 
by Jesus. Their past is forgiven and their future is secure.

Eddie Staub

I grew up in church, but I never really cared 
or paid any attention. I had no clue who  
God was! But, my houseparents took our 
home to church, and the message was about  
decisions. I heard the pastor and felt like  
he was talking about me. I really related to 
the message. I felt that it was God’s calling  
for me. 

My houseparents and the other guys in my 
home, my counselor and assistant counselor 
were at my baptism, along with my whole 
family. After I was in the pool of water, I was 
really nervous, but I was also happy that I 
was doing this and proud of going in front of 
the church. At the end, I was really pleased 
with my decision.

In addition to educational, social and physical  
development, spiritual development is an essential 
part of the Eagle Ranch program. By placing their 
trust in Christ, children are able to focus beyond  
their burdens and excel in all aspects of their lives. 

During the past year, Trey has grown significantly  
in more than one way. He first learned about  
dedication and commitment when he trained  
for, and won, the first Eagle Ranch triathlon.  
Recently, he made another commitment  
of the life-changing kind – to be baptized. 

I’m much happier. I’m not depressed or 
stressed. I just ask God to take everything 
and trust Him more. My relationship with 
my family is better. I feel more comfortable 
talking to them. My anger is gone, and we’re 
able to talk about things. We’re all more 
happy with each other now.

I hope to keep going. For people who have 
been through the same type of situation as 
me, I want to be able to spread God’s word 
and help them out. ”

Trey with his father at  
his baptism (pictured 
above). Trey training for the 
first Eagle Ranch triathlon, 
which took place earlier 
this year (pictured to left).



A generous person will  prosper; whoever 
refreshes others will  be  refreshed.

Eagle Ranch School students 

participate in a number of community 

service projects each year to learn the 

value of serving others. Among the  

organizations the children visited  

this past year were the Hall County  

Humane Society and the Gainesville-

Hall County Senior Life Center.

Learning to Give

Have you ever wanted to tell the State how to 
spend your tax dollars? Now you can. Eagle Ranch  
participates in the Private School Tax Credit Pro-
gram. This program allows you to designate part of 
your Georgia State Income Tax to benefit students 
at Eagle Ranch School. Individuals and businesses 
can take part in this program. Limits have been 
increased in 2014 for some businesses.

Signing up is easy, but it’s important to act now. 
This program is very popular, and the funds the 
State sets aside each year are expected to run out 
early in 2014. 

For information on the Private School Tax Credit 
Program, visit EagleRanch.org or contact Bob 
Baker: 770.967.8500 or bbaker@eagleranch.org.

A New Year Opportunity
“A generous person will prosper; whoever 

refreshes others will be refreshed.”

Proverbs 11:25

through Service
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The Eagle Ranch Honor and Memorial 
Program is the perfect way to honor or  

remember a loved one this holiday season.

A beautiful acknowledgment card is sent  
to the person of your choice. Gifts are  

processed and acknowledged within 24 
hours and directly benefit our children.

For more information or to make an  
Honor or Memorial Gift, call 770.967.8500 

or visit EagleRanch.org.

Honor a Loved One. Bless a Child. 


